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11th Sunday after Pentecost
Virtual Service for the Lord’s Day

GATHERING
Welcome, Announcements, Joys and Concerns:
Welcome to this celebration of worship on the 11th Sunday in the Season of
Pentecost


If you would like to learn more about what Western Boulevard
Presbyterian Church can expect during the joint interim pastoral ministry:
THE INTERIM MINISTRY AT WESTERN BOULEVARD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH



If you wish to include prayer requests for our Wednesday Conference
Prayer Call, please email your request to Amy or Bruce by noon on
Tuesday. amy@wbpresbyterian.org or bgrady9039@gmail.com Type
"Prayer Request" in the subject line. Please be specific and concise.



Have you heard about congregations becoming a “Matthew 25 Church”?
There are already PC(USA) congregations that identify themselves as
Matthew 25 churches. We aim to help multiply this loving commitment to
radical and fearless discipleship by partnering with mid councils and
congregations to help them embrace one or more of these three focuses:
1) Building Congregational Vitality, 2) Dismantling Structural Racism, and
3) Eradicating Systemic Poverty. See the following link for more details.
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/becomea-matthew-25-church/



Are you interested in an excellent resource that explains systemic racism
in our criminal justice system? See a powerful Netflix documentary (13th)
at this link: https://www.netflix.com/title/80091741.



Racial Justice Resources Recommended by the PCUSA:
https://www.pcusa.org/racial-justice-resources/.



Wear Masks and Gloves in Public. Wash Hands Frequently. If You are Sick,
Stay Home. Apply Extra Precaution if You are High Risk. Please Stay Safe!

Pastoral Concerns:


Pray for WBPC, our country and our world.



Pray for former member, Cris Butcher, who is in bootcamp with the US
Marine Corp (Paris Island, SC).



Pray for Jeff Landons, Joe and Becky Burmester’s son-in-law.



Nicolas Melom is a member of BSA Troop 398 and his family.



LouGene Hempill is having severe pain in her shoulder. Please pray for
her and the doctors who are seeking to identify the issue.



Denise Weeks reports that Michael, her brother, had 2 superficial tumors
removed from his bladder. A dye study did not show any kidney tumors –
so she is grateful for all the prayers.



Becky and Joe Burmester report prayers of thanksgiving for their son-inlaw, Jeff Landon, recovering in ICU following a successful quadruple
bypass surgery. Please pray for patience and healing.



Please continue to pray for the family of Alice Powell who died July 19 at
her home in Boone, NC. Alice and her husband, Dick, were very active
members of WBPC for many years before they moved to Virginia.



Please be in prayer for Susan Sternberger who has been recovering from a
heart valve replacement surgery done in June. She has been readmitted
to Rex Hospital for fluid retention and weakness.



Cinderella Sohail’s brother, Robin Victor, was in a major accident and is in
the hospital in very serious condition, so please pray for his healing.

Call to Worship (Bold = All)
How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity!
It is like the precious oil on the head, running down upon the beard, on the
beard of Aaron, running down over the collar of his robes.
It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion. For there the
LORD ordained his blessing, life forevermore.

Psalm 133

Opening Prayer
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires, known, and from whom
no secrets are hidden: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn of Praise

“Come, Christians, Join to Sing”
Come, Christians, join to sing:
Alleluia! Amen!
Loud praise to Christ our King:
Alleluia! Amen!
Let all, with heart and voice,
before his throne rejoice;
praise is his gracious choice:
Alleluia! Amen!

MADRID

2 Come, lift your hearts on high:
Alleluia! Amen!
Let praises fill the sky:
Alleluia! Amen!
He is our guide and friend;
to us he'll condescend;
his love shall never end:
Alleluia! Amen!
3 Praise yet our Christ again:
Alleluia! Amen!
Life shall not end the strain:
Alleluia! Amen!
On heaven's blissful shore
his goodness we'll adore,
singing forevermore:
Alleluia! Amen!

Call to Confession

See Heb. 4:14-16

Remember that our Lord Jesus can sympathize with us in our weaknesses, since
in every respect he was tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with
boldness approach the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find
grace to help in time of need. Let us confess our sins against God and our
neighbor.

Prayer of Confession
God of the future, you are coming in power to bring all nations under your rule.
We confess that we have not expected your kingdom, for we live casual lives,
ignoring your promised judgment.
We accept lies as truth, exploit neighbors, abuse the earth, and refuse your
justice and peace. In your mercy, forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your
way, and to seek things that will endure when Christ comes to judge the world.
Lord, hear our individual silent prayers of confession …

Declaration of Forgiveness
Hear the good news!
The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners. He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, that
we might be dead to sin, and alive to all that is good. I declare to you in the
name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Amen.

Passing of Christ’s Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. The peace of our
Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

Song

“Plenty Good Room in My Father’s Kingdom”

African American Spiritual
arr. Van-Anthoney Hall Ph.D.

THE WORD
Prayer for Illumination
Gracious God, we do not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes
from your mouth. Make us hungry for your heavenly food, that it may nourish
us today in the ways of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, the bread of heaven.
Amen.

Hebrew Scripture:

Genesis 45:1-15

(NIV)

45:1 Then Joseph could no longer control himself
before all those who stood by him, and he cried out,
"Send everyone away from me." So no one stayed with
him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers.
45:2 And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it,
and the household of Pharaoh heard it.

45:3 Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph. Is my
father still alive?" But his brothers could not answer
him, so dismayed were they at his presence.
45:4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, "Come closer to
me." And they came closer. He said, "I am your brother,
Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt.
45:5 And now do not be distressed, or angry with
yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me
before you to preserve life.
45:6 For the famine has been in the land these two
years; and there are five more years in which there will
be neither plowing nor harvest.
45:7 God sent me before you to preserve for you a
remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many
survivors.
45:8 So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he
has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his
house and ruler over all the land of Egypt.
45:9 Hurry and go up to my father and say to him,
'Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of
all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay.
45:10 You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you
shall be near me, you and your children and your
children's children, as well as your flocks, your herds,
and all that you have.
45:11 I will provide for you there--since there are five
more years of famine to come--so that you and your

household, and all that you have, will not come to
poverty.
45:12 And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother
Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that speaks to
you.
45:13 You must tell my father how greatly I am
honored in Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry
and bring my father down here."
45:14 Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck
and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck.
45:15 And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon
them; and after that his brothers talked with him.

Gospel:

Matthew 15:10-28

(NIV)

15:10 Then he called the crowd to him and said to them,
"Listen and understand:
15:11 it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a
person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that
defiles."
15:12 Then the disciples approached and said to him, "Do
you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard
what you said?"
15:13 He answered, "Every plant that my heavenly Father
has not planted will be uprooted.
15:14 Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind.
And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into
a pit."

15:15 But Peter said to him, "Explain this parable to us."
15:16 Then he said, "Are you also still without
understanding?
15:17 Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth
enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer?
15:18 But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from
the heart, and this is what defiles.
15:19 For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder,
adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander.
15:20 These are what defile a person, but to eat with
unwashed hands does not defile."
15:21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of
Tyre and Sidon.
15:22 Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came
out and started shouting, "Have mercy on me, Lord, Son
of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon."
15:23 But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples
came and urged him, saying, "Send her away, for she
keeps shouting after us."
15:24 He answered, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of
the house of Israel."
15:25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, "Lord,
help me."
15:26 He answered, "It is not fair to take the children's
food and throw it to the dogs."

15:27 She said, "Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the
crumbs that fall from their masters' table."
15:28 Then Jesus answered her, "Woman, great is your
faith! Let it be done for you as you wish." And her
daughter was healed instantly.

The Word Proclaimed

“A Crumb of Justice!”

Affirmation of Faith

Jonathan Barker

A Brief Statement of Faith

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the
one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve.
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of
God: preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by
word and deed and blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the
brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent
and believe the gospel. Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus
was crucified, suffering the depths of human pain and giving his life for the
sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless
life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life eternal.
With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death
can separate us from the love of God in Chirst Jesus our Lord. Glory to the
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Song of Proclamation

“God of Grace and Glory”

by Van-Anthoney Hall Ph.D.

Prayers of the People
Offering
In response to the grace we have received, we joyfully offer our gifts that
Christ’s church may flourish.

If you prefer to present your tithes and offering…

By Check:
Check offerings can be mailed to the church office.
Mail your check to: Western Boulevard Presbyterian Church 4900 Kaplan Drive
Raleigh, NC 27606

Give on-line:
Once your profile is set up, just go to https://wbpresbyterian.com/ and open
the pull down menu on the left and click the “GIVE”.
From here you can enter your gift amount, the designated fund and frequency
of giving.

By Text:
To give via text, send WBPC to the phone number 73256. You’ll receive a text
message in response with your next steps. After you give one time, your
payment method is saved, so you can quickly give again from your phone.

Offertory Song

“Festivity on ‘Holy Manna’”

arr. Douglas Wagner

Prayer of Dedication
God, you have so greatly loved us, long sought us, and mercifully redeemed us.
Give us grace that in everything we may yield ourselves, our wills and our
works, a continual thank-offering to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SENDING
Hymn of Sending

“O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee”

O Master, let me walk with Thee
in lowly paths of service free;
tell me Thy secret; help me bear
the strain of toil, the fret of care.
Teach me Thy patience, still with Thee
In closer, dearer company,
In work that keeps faith sweet and strong
In trust that triumphs over wrong

MARYTON

Blessing and Charge
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
Alleluia! Amen.
______________________________________________________________________________
Worship Leaders:
Jonathan Barker, Interim Pastor;
Bruce T. Grady, Associate Pastor;
Elizabeth Davis, Director of Music;
Van-Anthoney Hall, Leader of @The Table Worship;
Jeff Cleveland, Videography and Production

All music used by permission.
CCLI Streaming License #20350494
CCLI License #1472181

We live to share God’s love for ALL.

