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19th Sunday after Pentecost

GATHERING
Prelude

“Meditation on BUNESSAN”

arr. Elizabeth Davis

Greeting
Call to Worship (Bold = All)
Praise the LORD!
We give thanks to the LORD, for God’s steadfast love
endures forever.
Who can utter the mighty doings of the LORD, or declare all his praise?

Happy are those who observe justice, who do righteousness
at all times.
We now worship God, our Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer!

Opening Prayer
Opening Hymn

“Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!”

MARION

Rejoice, ye pure in heart! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing!
Your festal banner wave on high, the cross of Christ your King.
Refrain:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing!
With voice as full and strong as ocean's surging praise,
Send forth the sturdy hymns of old, the psalms of ancient days.
Yes, on through life's long path, still chanting as ye go,
From youth to age, by night and day, in gladness and in woe.
Then on, ye pure in heart! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing!
Your festal banner wave on high, the cross of Christ your King.

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Merciful God, our judge and redeemer, we confess that we have tried to
hide from you, for we have done wrong. We have lived for ourselves, and
apart from you. We have turned from our neighbors, and refused to bear
the burdens of others. We have ignored the pain of the world, and
passed by the hungry, the poor, and the oppressed.
In your great mercy forgive our sins and free us from selfishness, that we
may choose your will and obey your commandments; through Jesus
Christ our Savior.

Lord, hear our individual silent prayers of confession…

Declaration of Forgiveness
Passing of Christ’s Peace
Because God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
Share Christ’s peace with a kiss, a phone call, or a special message.

THE WORD
Prayer for Illumination
Hebrew Scripture:

Exodus 32:1-14

New Revised Standard Version

32:1 When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from
the mountain, the people gathered around Aaron, and said to him,
"Come, make gods for us, who shall go before us; as for this
Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do
not know what has become of him."
32:2 Aaron said to them, "Take off the gold rings that are on the
ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them
to me."
32:3 So all the people took off the gold rings from their ears, and
brought them to Aaron.
32:4 He took the gold from them, formed it in a mold, and cast an
image of a calf; and they said, "These are your gods, O Israel, who
brought you up out of the land of Egypt!"
32:5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron
made proclamation and said, "Tomorrow shall be a festival to the
LORD."

32:6 They rose early the next day, and offered burnt offerings and
brought sacrifices of well-being; and the people sat down to eat
and drink, and rose up to revel.
32:7 The LORD said to Moses, "Go down at once! Your people,
whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted
perversely;
32:8 they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I
commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a
calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, 'These are
your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!'"
32:9 The LORD said to Moses, "I have seen this people, how stiffnecked they are.
32:10 Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against
them and I may consume them; and of you I will make a great
nation."
32:11 But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, "O LORD,
why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you
brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a
mighty hand?
32:12 Why should the Egyptians say, 'It was with evil intent that he
brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume
them from the face of the earth'? Turn from your fierce wrath;
change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people.
32:13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how
you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, 'I will multiply
your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I
have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall
inherit it forever.'"
32:14 And the LORD changed his mind about the disaster that he
planned to bring on his people.

Gospel:

Matthew 15:21-28

New Revised Standard Version

The Faith of a Canaanite Woman
21 Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and
Sidon.
22 A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out,
“Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is demonpossessed and suffering terribly.”
23 Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and
urged him, “Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us.”
24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.”
25 The woman came and knelt before him. “Lord, help me!” she
said.
26 He replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss
it to the dogs.”
27 “Yes it is, Lord,” she said. “Even the dogs eat the crumbs that
fall from their master’s table.”
28 Then Jesus said to her, “Woman, you have great faith! Your
request is granted.” And her daughter was healed at that
moment.

The Word Proclaimed

“Empathy and Change”

Rev. Dr. Jonathan C. Barker

Ascription of Praise
Affirmation of Faith
We believe there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus; for we
know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are
called according to God’s purpose. We are convinced that neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,

nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering
If you prefer to present your tithes and offering…

By Check:
Check offerings can be mailed to the church office.
Mail your check to: Western Boulevard Presbyterian Church 4900 Kaplan Drive
Raleigh, NC 27606

Give on-line:
Once your profile is set up, just go to https://wbpresbyterian.com/ and open
the pull down menu on the left and click the “GIVE”.
From here you can enter your gift amount, the designated fund and frequency
of giving.

By Text:
To give via text, send WBPC to the phone number 73256. You’ll receive a text
message in response with your next steps. After you give one time, your
payment method is saved, so you can quickly give again from your phone.

Offertory Response

“Thank You Lord”

African American Spiritual
arr. Van-anthoney Hall

Prayer of Dedication

SENDING
Sending Hymn

“What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine”

SHOWALTER

What a fellowship, what a joy divine, leaning on the everlasting arms;
What a blessedness, what a peace is mine, leaning on the everlasting arms.
Refrain:
Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms; leaning, leaning, leaning on
the everlasting arms.
O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way, leaning on the everlasting arms;
O how bright the path grows from day to day, leaning on the everlasting arms.
What have I to dread, what have I to fear, leaning on the everlasting arms?
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, leaning on the everlasting arms.

Blessing and Charge

Joys and Concerns
Prayer Requests
If you wish to make a prayer request, call or email your request to Amy by
Tuesday. amy@wbpresbyterian.org - Type "Prayer Request" in the subject
line. Please be specific and concise.
Wear masks and gloves in public. Wash hands frequently. If you are sick, stay
home. Apply extra precaution if you are high risk. Please stay safe!

Pastoral Concerns
•

Pray for WBPC, our country and our world during this time of pandemic
and worldly difficulties

•

For Amy Allridge, WBPC administrative assistant, who is having extensive
surgery on Oct. 22.

• For Bobbi Cross’s husband, Jerry, who had surgery on his broken knee
cap last week. Prayers for a quick and as pain free recovery as possible.
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We live to share God’s love for ALL.

