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Fifth Sunday of Epiphany

GATHERING
Prelude

Festival on ST. THOMAS

arr. Douglas Wagner

Words of Welcome
Minute for Mission

Ronny Pittman

Call to Worship (Bold = All)
Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the
everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does
not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable.
He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless.

Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall
exhausted;
but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, they
shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be
weary, they shall walk and not faint.
Isaiah 40:28-31

Prayer of the Day
Opening Hymn

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

ST. DENIO

Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
Almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.
To all, life thou givest, to both great and small.
In all life thou livest, the true life of all.
We blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree,
Then wither and perish, but naught changeth thee.
Thou reignest in glory, thou dwellest in light.
Thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight.
All praise we would render: O help us to see
‘Tis only the splendor of light hideth thee!

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Merciful God, in your gracious presence we confess our sin and the
sin of this world. Although Christ is among us as our peace, we are a
people divided against ourselves as we cling to the values of a
broken world. The profit and pleasures we pursue lay waste the land
and pollute the seas. The fears and jealousies that we harbor set
neighbor against neighbor and nation against nation. We abuse your
good gifts of imagination and freedom, of intellect and reason, and
have turned them into bonds of oppression.
Lord, have mercy upon us; heal and forgive us. Set us free to serve
you in the world as agents of your reconciling love in Jesus
Christ. Amen.

Kyrie
Lord, have mercy upon us;
Christ, have mercy upon us;
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Assurance of Pardon and New Life
The wilderness will rejoice; the dry land will blossom. The people
of God will return with joy and singing. In the name of Jesus
Christ, we are forgiven!
Thanks be to God.

Passing of Christ’s Peace
Gloria Patri
Glory be to our Maker, to the Son and to the Holy Ghost – as it was in
the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Children’s Message
THE WORD
New Revised Standard Version

Prayer for Illumination
Hebrew Scripture

1 Corinthians 9:16-23

9:16 If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an
obligation is laid on me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel!
9:17 For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward; but if not of my own
will, I am entrusted with a commission.
9:18 What then is my reward? Just this: that in my proclamation I may
make the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of my rights in
the gospel.
9:19 For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave
to all, so that I might win more of them.

9:20 To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under
the law I became as one under the law (though I myself am not under the
law) so that I might win those under the law.
9:21 To those outside the law I became as one outside the law (though I
am not free from God's law but am under Christ's law) so that I might win
those outside the law.
9:22 To the weak I became weak, so that I might win the weak. I have
become all things to all people, that I might by all means save some.
9:23 I do it all for the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its
blessings.

Gospel

Mark 1:29-39

1:29 As soon as they left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon
and Andrew, with James and John.
1:30 Now Simon's mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told
him about her at once.
1:31 He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever
left her, and she began to serve them.
1:32 That evening, at sundown, they brought to him all who were sick or
possessed with demons.
1:33 And the whole city was gathered around the door.
1:34 And he cured many who were sick with various diseases, and cast
out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak,
because they knew him.
1:35 In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out
to a deserted place, and there he prayed.
1:36 And Simon and his companions hunted for him.
1:37 When they found him, they said to him, "Everyone is searching for
you."
1:38 He answered, "Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may
proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to do."
1:39 And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their
synagogues and casting out demons.

Sermon

DISCERNMENT: Preparing for a Future Vision
Rev. Dr. Jonathan C. Barker

Ascription of Praise
Invitation to Discipleship
Affirmation of Faith

Nicene Creed

Let us confess our faith. We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in
one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through
the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
The Eucharist
Offering
(See options for giving at the end of the bulletin)
Offertory Response

Improvisation on “How Can I Keep from Singing?”
arr. Elizabeth Davis

Prayer of Dedication

Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper
Invitation to the Lord’s Table
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Great and wonderful are your works, Lord God almighty. Your ways
are just and true. Therefore we lift our hearts in joyful praise,
joining our voices with choirs of angels, and with all the faithful of
every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of your name:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Now we join our voices in the prayer Jesus taught His disciples:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen

Breaking of the Bread
Communion of the People (communion by intinction)
Communion Hymn
Prayer After Communion

My Faith Looks Up to Thee

OLIVET

SENDING
Parting Hymn

To God Be the Glory

GLORY

To God be the glory, great things he has done!
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son,
Who yielded his life and atonement for sin,
And opened the lifegate that all may go in.
Refrain
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let the earth hear his voice!
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son,
And give him the glory, great things he has done!
Great things he has taught us, great things he has done,
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son,
But purer and higher and greater will be
Our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. (refrain)

Parting Prayer
Charge and Blessing
Postlude

Let All That Hath Breath Praise the Lord

David Cherwien

--OFFERING OPTIONS
By Check:
Mail to: Western Boulevard Presbyterian Church 4900 Kaplan
Drive Raleigh, NC 27606
Give On-line:
Go to https://wbpresbyterian.com/
Open the pull down menu on the top left and click “GIVE”.
From here you can register and enter your gift amount, the
designated fund and frequency of giving.
By Text:

To give via text, send WBPC to the phone number 73256. You’ll
receive a text message in response with your next steps. After you
give one time, your payment method is saved, so you can quickly
give again from your phone.

Joys and Concerns
Prayer Requests
If you wish to make a prayer request, call or email your request to Amy
by Tuesday. amy@wbpresbyterian.org - Type "Prayer Request" in the
subject line. Please be specific and concise.

Pastoral Concerns
•

Pray for Western Boulevard Presbyterian Church and all churches. Pray
for our members and friends, the Session, deacons, teachers and church
leaders. Pray prayers of thanksgiving for our nation during our time of
transition and pray for peace in the world.

•

Pray for Elizabeth Davis, her father and her family

•

For Becky Burmester’s brother-in-law, Tony, with cancer.

•

Prayers of thanksgiving for friendships which endure, giving us comfort.

____________________________________________________________________________________
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We live to share God’s love for ALL.

