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Exodus 3: 1-15 
 
 Who am I?  Who are you?  Who are we?  What are we doing here? 
 I imagine many of you are sitting out there asking at least some of those questions to 
yourself this morning.  “Who is this guy?  Where did he come from?  Who’s his momma?  What’s 
his family like?  Are they going to fit in here at Western Boulevard?  Will we like them or not?  How 
is he going to help us grow as a community of faith?  Good grief – he has a gray beard!” 
 If it’s any consolation, Debbie and I have many of the same questions floating around in our 
minds, too.  That is the nature of new beginnings: there are a lot of unknowns which take time to 
overcome.  It’s been great to meet many of you over the last few weeks, and especially during 
yesterday afternoon’s meet-and-greet, and it’s going to take me some time to make sure I place 
the right name with the correct face!  You and I are beginning to learn more about one another, 
and we will continue that learning process in the months and years to come. 
 Who am I?  I am William Franklin Mansell III (please call me Frank!).  I am named for my 
father and grandfather, both of whom were Presbyterian ministers.  My mother is a retired 
preschool teacher, and I am an only child – yes, one of those!  My family covers a wide area, from 
Mississippi in the south to New York and New Jersey in the north. 
 Who am I?  I am the husband of Deborah Suzanne Main Mansell, a life-long Hoosier from 
Martinsville, Indiana.  Her mother is a retired elementary school teacher, and her father was a 
retired middle school orchestra director.  Both have been ruling elders in the Presbyterian Church.  
I am blessed to have siblings through marriage, as Debbie’s brother and sister-in-law live in 
Bloomington, Indiana.  I am both a minister and a minister’s spouse, the proud husband of a 
hospital chaplain and educator in pastoral care. 
 Who am I?  I am the father of Erin Catherine and Heather Elizabeth Mansell.  Twenty-two 
years ago today, Debbie and I became parents to Erin, and two years later, we welcomed Heather 
into the world.  Both of them are sharp, caring, talented young women, who are gifted musicians 
and uniquely growing into their adult lives as students at Davidson College. 
 Who am I?  I am a graduate of Davidson College, where now four generations of my family 
have attended school.  I studied history with a passion, and I am an enthusiastic supporter of 
athletics and the spirit which they inspire in people – so yes, I have a lot of red and black in my 
wardrobe!  I am a product of the values and instruction which that college taught, and I fall back 
on them almost every day. 
 Who am I?  I am a child of the church, a man who has experienced the love of God through 
the community of faith we call the local congregation.  I was on my presbytery’s youth council and 
attended Montreat Youth Conferences and the Presbyterian Youth Triennium as a teenager.  I 
discerned a call from God to vocation in the church, and I explored that call at Princeton 
Theological Seminary.  I was blessed by God after seminary to further explore that call overseas, 
experiencing first-hand how great is Christ’s Church in all the world.   
 Who am I?  I am a minister of the Word and Sacrament, an office of the church which calls 
for leadership of God’s people in partnership together to discern God’s will for our lives.  I was 
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ordained to that office twenty-three years ago tomorrow, and I have served two congregations as 
pastor in that span of time.  I was pastor of Williams Memorial Presbyterian Church in Charlotte, 
where a small congregation took a chance on a young couple just starting their lives together, and 
we learned together what it meant to nurture, care, and love one another and our neighbors.  I 
was pastor of John Knox Presbyterian Church in Indianapolis, where for eighteen years we grew in 
our outreach to our community, opened our doors and took risks in faith, and developed lifelong 
friends in Christ who influenced us deeply.   
 Who we are can be defined in many different ways: where we are from, who we are related 
to, what work we do, how we think and feel.  All these things are traits which God has given to us, 
and we are thus marked uniquely in the image of God.  We know who we are and we know who 
others are by these things.  But who is God?  Who is the One who made us this way?  Who is it who 
has placed us in the world and brought us together to live in community? 
 These are the questions Moses had for Yahweh when they had their mountain-top encounter 
at Horeb.  The passage which we have read today is often associated with the call of Moses, as God 
appears to him through the burning bush.  Moses receives his call from God: “I will send you to 
Pharoah to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt” (3:10). 
 For the purposes of this morning, though, let’s think of this passage as one of the most 
important revelations of God.  To begin, God is revealed as the God of Moses’ ancestors, “of your 
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”  This is not some other God who 
is unrelated to Moses’ tradition and heritage.  This is the same God who promised Abraham a child 
and a land of the covenant, who was with Isaac and Jacob, and will be with them for all generations.  
Who is God?  The One who spans all time and space. 
 Next, the Lord is revealed through his accounting of Israel’s struggle in Egypt, most 
importantly through God’s actions of remembrance.  “I have seen the misery of my people; I have 
heard their cry; I know their sufferings.”  God doesn’t just recount Israel’s bondage as a piece of 
history; it is God’s personal history, a part of God’s being which touches God to the core.  It is 
personal, and causes God to respond with action, not passiveness.  God is sending Moses to lead his 
people out of slavery and to another promised land.  Who is God?  The One who hears us, who knows 
us, and who acts for us. 
 Finally, God’s name is revealed to humanity.  For all practical purposes, Moses probably used 
his people as an excuse to see for himself what was the name of God.  And God responds in three 
ways: “I AM WHO I AM,” “I Am,” and “The Lord, the God of your ancestors.”  Instead of some fancy 
name, Moses gets a verb, a word which describes how God is, a term which depicts God’s state of 
being.  It is ambiguous, confusing, and honestly not what we or Moses would expect. 
 But that is the whole point!  God acts the way God is going to act, no matter what human 
conditions we may try to place on God.  God is who God is – “I am who I am” – and nothing is going to 
change that.  And if we hear that for what it really is - not as an ambiguous riddle but as a truth about 
the reality of God - then what a blessing and assurance it is for us.  God is not going to change through 
time and space, is not going to change through our different conditions in life.  Who is God?  The One 
who is and always will be. 
 It is in this way that God was revealed to the people of Israel, to Moses their reluctant but 
faithful leader.  It is a glimpse into the nature and essence of God, a brief yet remarkable window on 
the very being of God.  And that window did not remain closed, but it opened even wider with the 
coming of God’s Son into the world, the Word of God Incarnate.  Jesus Christ is the epitome of God 
wanting to be in relation with us: he is the one who comes to us in human form, who teaches us who 
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God is, shows God’s love for us, dies for the sake of our sins, and in rising from the dead seals the 
promise of eternal life.  Through Jesus Christ, God is reaching out to us wherever we are.  Indeed, the 
God of Abraham, of Isaac, of Jacob, of Moses, of Ruth and Naomi, of David and Solomon, of the 
prophets – the God who is “I AM” – will never desert us and has shown the fullest measure of God’s 
love through Jesus Christ our Lord.  That is the message of the gospel which the church in all ages is 
called to profess and make known to the world, for it is how we have come to know the Lord our 
God. 
 I’ve asked the question, “Who am I?” and I’ve asked “Who is God?”  Now, I ask this 
question: “Who are you?”  Who is Western Boulevard Presbyterian Church?  Who are you as 
individuals, as Christians who have chosen to be members of this congregation?  Who are you as a 
worshipping community, as a praying community, as a teaching community, as a serving 
community?  Who are you as elders, deacons, and lay leaders in the church?  Who are you as a 
witness to Jesus Christ in the world and as God’s agent of mission to those in this community, 
state, nation, and world? 
 Today is not only about the calling of a new pastor; it is about our shared calling as the 
church.  You, as a congregation, have reflected on the past, pondered the present, and envisioned 
what the future might hold for Western Boulevard Presbyterian Church.  It has been a long road, it 
has not been easy, to be sure.  But today is one step along a new path for this congregation.  Yet 
the steps this church takes after today are largely dependent on how we answer the question: 
who are we? 
 To discern who we are as the church is to discern who God is and how God is acting in our 
lives.  God is the One who is constantly present with us, but also transforming us through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  To be a people of faith means to trust in God’s promise to us, as the Israelites did 
in the wilderness.  To be a people of faith means to trust God’s love for us, as the early church did 
when it was persecuted for the name and sake of Jesus Christ.  To be a people of faith today 
means to trust in God’s will and promise, which is transforming and life-changing in whatever form 
it comes.  The mission of Western Boulevard Presbyterian Church today may not be the same as it 
was ten, twenty, or forty years ago, but the promise of God to us is unchanging. 
 I feel called by God to be the pastor of Western Boulevard because I discern God’s promise 
of hope to be present in this church.  I am excited by the opportunities which are present here to 
do ministry, and by the talents and gifts which people in this church possess to carry out those 
ministries.  And I feel called to work as partners with you to strengthen this church for its future, 
working beside you in all aspects of ministry to fulfill what we believe God is calling us to do here 
at Western Boulevard.  All I ask of you is that you allow yourself to be open to God’s Spirit in 
everything which we do, for it is through the Spirit that we experience God’s presence, and we 
receive God’s guidance for our lives. 
 Who is God?  God is who God is.  That is God’s name forever, and God’s title for all 
generations (Exodus 3:15).  Who are we?  We are God’s children, created in God’s image and 
made one with God through the gift of God’s Son, Jesus Christ.  How do we live in faith?  With the 
assurance that “nothing in all creation can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord” (Romans 8:39).  Trust in that assurance, and live with the confidence that God will always be. 
 Thanks be to God.  Amen. 


