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“The Epiphany of God’s Light” 
A Sermon Preached by Frank Mansell III 

Western Boulevard Presbyterian Church – 
Raleigh, North Carolina 

Epiphany – January 2, 2022 
 

Matthew 2: 1-12 
 
 Raise your hand if you have already put away your Christmas decorations (see 
how many people raise their hands).  Now, of those of you who have already put your 
decorations away, how many of you put them up the weekend of Thanksgiving?  Alright, 
put your hands down. 
 Raise your hand if you still have your decorations up.  Of those of you who still 
have them up, how many will put them away this coming week?  This month?  How many 
still have decorations up from last year?  You laugh – there’s a house in the neighborhood 
we used to live in in Indianapolis that kept its Christmas tree up 12 months a year, and 
you could see it through their living room window! 
 Here’s another question for you to ponder: What do you appreciate about the 
decorations we see for Christmas?  How do they make you feel?  Joy?  Happiness?  
Warmth?  Remind you of memories of past family and traditions?  For most of us, seeing 
decorations during the holiday season evoke feelings of hope, joy, and warmth amid the 
dark, shorter days of winter. 
 And yet, whether it’s December 26, January 1, or later this month, we will take 
down the tree, ornaments, stockings, wreaths, and other decorations.  We will place 
them in boxes and bags, and haul them off to the basement, to closets, or to the attic.  
The transformation is usually swift and stark.  This space is an example of that: when you 
arrive next Sunday, all of these Advent and Christmas decorations will be put away.  This 
turn of the calendar can feel like a shock to the system: we go from celebrating the birth 
of Jesus one day, and one week later we are closing the books on the year that just ended, 
looking ahead to a new year. 
 I wonder if sometimes we mentally and spiritually do the same thing when 
Christmas is over.  We have celebrated God’s gift to the world in Jesus Christ.  We have 
been uplifted by special worship services, gatherings with family and friends, exchanging 
of gifts, and an emotional “high” which comes from the Christmas season.  But when the 
decorations are put away and the calendar turns to January, we tend to “put away” the 
light of the world that we celebrated less than ten days ago.  We leave behind the warm 
and inspiring memories of Christmas, and instead go back to our routines of work, family, 
even church – tempted to feel as if nothing has really changed. 
 Today we celebrate Epiphany, the day when the kings from the east travelled to 
Bethlehem to kneel at the newborn Jesus’ cradle, offering him priceless gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh.  We often look to the magi as our example of gift-giving, of 
bringing the very best of ourselves to lay at our Lord’s feet, giving thanks to God for all he 
has done for us on Christmas morning. 
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 Today, I am also struck by the name we give this day in the church’s calendar: 
Epiphany.  Besides the church’s name for this day, the dictionary defines epiphany as “a 
moment in which you suddenly see or understand something in a new or very clear way” 
(http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/epiphany).  A moment in which you suddenly see or 
understand something in a new or very clear way.  How are we following the light of God 
so that we might understand life in new or very clear ways?  What epiphanies have we 
known in our past, and what epiphanies might we know in our future, so that we might 
suddenly see God’s claim on our life? 
 In our gospel lesson today, we read of the wise men seeing a star in the east, and 
coming to King Herod, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?”  
Herod is not exactly thrilled to meet these visitors from afar, and after consulting with his 
advisors, he asks the magi to “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have 
found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.”  Clearly, this is not 
Herod’s intention, but it is the ruse he uses to hopefully manipulate the magi for his own 
self-serving purposes. 
 Mark Sargent writes: And so, the Magi leave Herod, the threatened one; and they 
follow the star until it stops over the place where the child was.  And Matthew tells us, in a 
verse that leaps off the page, that “when they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy.”  
 I can promise you that when the Magi experienced that joy, they were struck by 
contrast.  They were struck by how different that joy felt from the feelings they had 
experienced in that secret meeting with Herod.  One felt so right.  The other felt so wrong.  
The joy they felt when the star stopped was the inner confirmation that they had arrived 
at the place.  Anytime we experience that kind of deep joy that is God's gift, then we know 
that we are where we are meant to be. 
 Have you ever had such a moment?  Sure you have.  Stop and call it to mind.  A 
moment when things seemed to really line up for you.  A moment when you felt so at 
home in your own skin, so at one with yourself and everything, that you knew the place at 
which you had arrived is the place where you belong.  A moment when you can say, “This 
is me.  This is why I’m alive.  This is who I am.  This is where I am meant to be.”  A moment 
when the star you’ve been following stops and you find yourself overwhelmed with the joy 
that comes from being you.  That’s the moment I wish for you. That’s the moment God 
wishes for all of us.  And what I also wish for you is that all of your moments could be 
characterized by that kind of joy.  In the new year to come and in whatever years may 
follow for us, what if all of life could be the delightful experience of being flooded by and 
overwhelmed with joy?  That joy happens, when like the Magi, we find ourselves at the 
place where we can freely and truly be who we really and truly are.  Where is that joy 
place for you? (http://day1.org/919-the_gift_of_the_magi)   
 Sometimes it can be hard to experience that joy of the Magi, especially when we 
feel weighed down by everything that life throws at us.  Sometimes it takes an epiphany 
to help us see the world and our lives through a different set of eyes.  Sometimes it takes 
an epiphany for God to reorient us to see the light that God has sent to us in Jesus, a light 
that brings us hope, peace, and great joy. 
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 What has been an epiphany for you in the past?  Was it a health crisis for yourself 
or someone you love, and you now cherish every moment you have with loved ones, both 
the joyful and the challenging?  Was it a time in your career when you said, “This isn’t 
working for me; I need to do something which is fulfilling,” and in taking that courageous 
step you started on a path of joy and fulfillment?  Was it a moment in your marriage 
when you realized you had been blaming your spouse for everything that was wrong, 
rather than looking in the mirror and seeing how you needed to change?  When was that 
moment in which you suddenly saw or understood something in a new or very clear way? 
 What will be our epiphanies in the year ahead, so that we might allow God to 
overwhelm us with joy with the gift of love we celebrate at Christmas?  Will it be seeing in 
our child the genuine effort she or he always gives, rather than always critiquing him or 
her for not being good enough?  Will it be recognizing that we truly are fulfilled when we 
serve alongside one another in ministry, rather than waiting to be served by others?  Will 
it be when we let our guard down, drop our defenses, and invite the Spirit to infiltrate our 
hearts so that we aren’t doing our will, but God’s will?  When will be that moment in 
which you suddenly see or understand something in a new or very clear way? 
 As we give thanks today for the Magi, their faithfulness, their joy, and their 
offerings of themselves to our Lord, may we have the faith to believe in the epiphanies of 
past, present, and future, which suddenly show us the depth of God’s love for us in Jesus 
Christ. 
 Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 
 


