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“An Awesome God” 
A Sermon Preached by Frank Mansell III 

Western Boulevard Presbyterian Church – Raleigh, North Carolina 
Trinity Sunday – June 12, 2022 

 
Psalm 8 
 
 If someone were to ask you about God and your belief in God, what would you say?  Would 
you speak of God who created this world and all that is in it?  Would you speak of God’s Son, Jesus 
Christ, who came in human form to live among us, who died on the cross for our sake, and who 
was raised from the dead promising us eternal life?  Would you speak of God’s Spirit, who came on 
Pentecost and is always with us as individuals and us as the church, empowering us through 
spiritual gifts to serve faithfully as Christ’s disciples? 
 When we consider the core of our faith, it is centered on the Lord our God.  But as 
Christians, that faith is in the mystery of the one triune God.  We believe in a single deity – but it is 
a deity that takes on three forms: God, Son, and Holy Spirit.  It’s never been an easy concept to 
grasp, and as I shared with the children, sometimes we have to find examples in nature or 
everyday life to help us grasp the concept of the Trinity.  But I’ve always appreciated this beautiful 
mystery of our faith, as I believe in the complexity of God’s being we experience the simplicity of 
God’s love for humanity and the world. 
 As a child, I grew up speaking of God in the masculine, as I’m sure many of us did, with God 
being a father-figure in our faith.  And we still use that language in worship, whether it be the 
Apostle’s Creed or the Lord’s Prayer, and it reflects the language Jesus spoke of God when he 
called God, “Abba,” which translates to “Daddy” in our modern English.   

But as I’ve grown older, I’ve become more sensitive to how God as Father is not always a 
helpful image to people, and in fact can be an obstacle for someone’s faith.  That’s especially true 
if someone had an abusive relationship with their biological father, and the thought of God as 
father is too painful and traumatic.  Instead, I try to speak of God as a parent, and I have always 
appreciated “A Brief Statement of Faith” that we will use sometimes as an affirmation of faith in 
worship.  That speaks of God as both a father who runs to welcome the progigal home, and as a 
mother who will not forsake her nursing child – images that are each grounded in scripture (Luke 
15:20; Isaiah 49: 14-16).  I hope that is one example of how the one triune God meets us in 
whatever ways are most helpful for us to believe and trust that God loves us now and forever. 

Another way we can describe the triune nature of God is in the actions of each person of 
the Trinity.  Rather than God, Son, and Spirit, we can also speak of Creator, Redeemer, and 
Sustainer.  That’s always been helpful for my faith, as it grounds God’s being in the acts of love 
God has taken on our behalf.  God created this world and all that resides in it out of God’s gracious 
love.  God redeemed this world and humanity in the person and work of God’s Son, Jesus Christ.  
And God is continuing to sustain us in our lives of faith through the power of the Advocate, God’s 
Holy Spirit. 

This particular way of describing the Trinity coincides with the scripture we have read this 
morning from the psalter.  Psalm 8 is a beautiful hymn of praise by David to God the Creator.  In 
our modern slang, we might throw the word “awesome” around without too much thought.  But 
this psalm reminds us of the true meaning of that word: to be in the presence of someone or 
something that brings us tremendous awe and wonder. 
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Psalm 8 is the first psalm in the Book of Psalms that is entirely a psalm of praise to God.  
The first seven are a mixture of prayers for deliverance from enemies or seeking trust in God.  But 
this psalm is entirely a hymn of praise to God, and addresses God in the second person, speaking 
directly to the source of life which the writer has received.  Its beginning and ending are coupled 
by the same verse: “O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth!”  God’s 
name is known throughout the world, and it is full of majesty and glory in the eyes of all who see 
God’s works of grace. 

As humans, we are in awe of our Creator because of what God has done.  God’s glory is set 
above the heavens, and even from babes and infants’ mouths has God’s bulwark been set, so that 
no enemy of God might have a voice (8:2).  When we stop and look attentively and intentionally at 
all God has done, we are left in a state of awe.  “When I look at your heavens, the work of your 
fingers, the moon and the stars that you have established, what are human beings that you are 
mindful of them, mortals that you care for them?” (8:3-4). 

When have you been in awe of the works of God’s fingers?  For me, it’s usually when I visit 
someplace new that makes me stop in my tracks and realize how fortunate I am to be present in 
that place and time.  I have not visited the Grand Canyon, but Debbie and I have visited Waimea 
Canyon on the Hawaiian Island of Kauai.  It is 14 miles long, 1 mile wide, and more than 3600 feet 
deep, and has been described as the Grand Canyon of the Pacific.  As we stood there on the 
canyon rim, I could not help but be in awe of what God had done: layers upon layers of earth 
exposed, birds landing on vegetation that seemed to just hang on the sides of the canyon walls, 
the beautiful blue sky as a backdrop to the browns, reds, and greens of the gorge.  It was nothing 
like what I had expected, and yet it only confirmed for me the beauty and awesomeness of the 
God in whom I trust and believe. 

We might experience an awe of God in similar places in the natural world: at the ocean, in 
the mountains, across desert plains, seeing a place in-person which we had only read about.  Or 
we might experience an awe of God in the experiences of others.  Maybe you’re like me and you 
have a fascination with space and the explorations that humanity has taken to understand more 
fully what is literally beyond our world.  I learned this week that Psalm 8 was actually part of the 
story of Apollo 11 and the moon landing in 1969.  That’s because it was spoken by Pope Paul VI in 
his message to Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin on the surface of the moon, and a plaque was left 
on the lunar surface which included this passage. 

This psalm not only speaks of the awe we experience in the presence of God, but also the 
responsibility we are given as stewards of God’s creation.  We have been made “a little lower than 
God, given dominion over the works of God’s hands” (8:5-6).  We are considered just a little lower 
than God – and with that identity we are entrusted to care for all that God has given us and those 
creatures who reside in creation: sheep and oxen, beasts of the field, birds of the air, fish of the 
sea, all that passes along the paths of the seas (8:7-8). 

Because we recognize our proper place in relation to our Creator, we are full of deep 
gratitude, and that gratitude moves us to action to care for and protect this natural world which 
God has entrusted to us.  Instead of “dominion,” some other translations of this psalm say, “You 
have let them rule over your handiwork” (Common English Bible).  To rule doesn’t mean to be self-
serving; to rule means to be mindful of the needs of all who are in need – both now and in the 
years to come. 

We are at a point in our world where if we do not start making drastic changes, this world 
will not be livable for the generations who follow us, and perhaps not even for us today.  We are 
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well-aware of the severe drought in the western United States, and how water has become the 
scarcest of commodities for millions of people.  I read an article in the New York Times this week 
about the Great Salt Lake in Utah.  Over the last forty years, the lake has shrunk by two-thirds, and 
the natural means of replenishing it are threatened by population growth and global warming.  
The population of metropolitan Salt Lake City is expected to grow by 50% in the next thirty years.  
The snow melt that usually replenishes the lake each spring is not as plentiful because more of the 
snow evaporates each year due to higher temperatures.  And what makes the situation even 
worse is that the heavy metals that are buried under the lake bed – the residuals from mining 
activity in years past – is potentially exposed to wind and becoming airborne.  That could cause 
poisonous materials to be let loose in the atmosphere, threatening those with asthma and other 
respiratory issues (https://www.nytimes.com/2022/06/07/climate/salt-lake-city-climate-disaster.html?searchResultPosition=1).   

How are we called to take action to have dominion over what God has entrusted to us, so 
that our grandchildren and great-grandchildren and their ancestors might be awe-struck by God’s 
wonder in this world?  What different choices can we make individually to make a positive impact?  
It might be something small like eating less meat, or buying less products with plastic, or letting 
our lawns go in times of drought so as to save on water.  It might be larger choices, as well.  Our 
family is seriously considering our next new car purchase being an electric vehicle, something I 
never thought we’d do so soon – but it’s been accelerated by our deep concern over rising 
emissions and needing to do something sooner rather than later.  Everyone cannot do that yet – 
but we can all let those who govern us know what is important to us, and how the decisions they 
make impact us collectively. 

I am grateful for our congregation’s efforts to do what it can as an Earth Care Congregation 
in the Presbyterian Church.  But we also recognize we have more we can be doing.  A couple of 
months ago, we removed the recycling bin out back, because it was getting filled with garbage by 
people outside the church.  When that happened, then nothing was being recycled – it was all 
going into a landfill – and thus it was defeating the purpose of having the bin in the first place.  We 
are still recycling paper and aluminum and plastic in the blue containers around the building, and 
just taking that to our own bins at our homes for now.  But for recycling to be truly impactful it 
must be cleanly done, and we recognized that until we can find other solutions, this was best for 
the short term. 

You may have noticed last week that communion was served in glass communion cups.  I 
am grateful to the members in our church who made that suggestion to limit our use of plastics.  
And I am very grateful to Suzanne Smith, who made sure all of the cups were properly washed and 
sanitized before and after we celebrated the sacrament.  It may be something small, but when 
combined with other small acts, can have a larger impact.  What other small and large acts are we 
called to take as a congregation to care for this world which God has blessed us with? 

On this day when we celebrate the triune nature of the Lord our God, may we never take 
for granted the beauty which is all around us.  May we always be full of awe and wonder, and may 
that awe spur us to protect and preserve this gift we have been given called creation. 

Thanks be to our awesome God.  Amen. 
 
 


