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“Your Kingdom Come” 
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Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52 
 

“Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”  Every Sunday, 
we pray that petition as part of the Lord’s Prayer.  Yet do we really understand what we 
are asking of God when we speak those words? 

If you were to describe what the kingdom of God looks like, what would you say?  
Perhaps you think of God’s heavenly kingdom, where we will one day reunite with loved 
ones and saints who have gone before us.  Perhaps you think of Jesus’ second coming and 
the new earth and heaven which he will bring with him.  Perhaps you think of human 
suffering being abolished, of poverty being eradicated, of war and violence being 
banished by God’s love and peace. 

As we mentioned last week, a lot of times in our prayer life, we begin by saying, 
“Lord, I need . . .”  But the Lord’s Prayer is centered on the collective – “Our Father, who 
art in heaven . . .”  And in this petition, we don’t say, “Lord, may my will be done.”  
Instead, we surrender to God and ask that God’s will be done, bringing to earth what God 
knows and experiences in heaven above. 

When we ask that God’s will be done, and that God’s kingdom come to earth, we 
really need to consider all that that entails.  Thankfully, Jesus spoke of the kingdom of 
God throughout his teachings, and he often did so in the form of parables.  In our passage 
today from Matthew, Jesus tells five different parables which each begin, “The kingdom 
of heaven is like . . .”  For many in his audience, the kingdom of heaven was a mystery, 
but a mystery which would likely be explained with the coming of the Messiah to the 
Jewish people.  Although not all recognized him as such, Jesus the Messiah came 
preaching the Kingdom to all who would hear.  What these parables teach us is that the 
kingdom is sometimes hidden, sometimes unexpected, always bringing much joy and 
happiness.  But we also learn the kingdom is not to be passively waited for, as its coming 
is integrally tied to discipleship here and now, which is embodied every time we pray the 
Lord’s Prayer. 

Jesus first says the kingdom “is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed 
in his field; it is the smallest of the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of 
shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its 
branches” (13:31-32).  He uses the smallest of visible things in nature, a mustard seed, 
which in its first appearance seems insignificant and puny.  But given time, faithfulness, 
patience, and nourishment, it becomes the grandest of all trees.  That is what the 
kingdom of heaven is: it may not seem like much at first, but with a little faith and hope, it 
will outgrow your greatest expectations. 

Next, Jesus says that the kingdom “is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in 
with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened” (13:33).  A more accurate 
translation of this verse from the Greek would change the meaning just a bit: instead of 
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“mixed in with”, the Greek verb actually means “to hide.”  The kingdom is like something 
hidden deep inside, which we cannot see at work.  And for Jesus’ audience, yeast was not 
considered a positive ingredient, for the Jewish diet consisted of unleavened bread.  But 
in his story, that very unruly yeast is actually what causes tremendous growth: mixed with 
three measures of flour the yeast would have produced enough bread to feed 100-150 
people (New International Bible).  That is what the kingdom is: a hidden agent which may even 
appear bad for the whole, but produces abundance beyond belief. 

The three parables which follow the first two are not spoken to the crowds as a 
whole, but instead are spoken to Jesus’ disciples in private (13:36).  As such, they are 
meant to prepare them for what the kingdom will require for discipleship.  Jesus first says 
that the kingdom “is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in 
his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field” (13:44).  Maybe he was a farm 
hand, maybe she was a house-servant — whoever it was, that person in his parable did 
not expect to find such a treasure in that field.  That is what the kingdom is: an 
unexpected surprise which we were not looking for. 

Then, Jesus says that the kingdom “is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on 
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it” (13:45-
46).  In this case, the individual was searching for that treasure, the item or answer which 
had been his life’s passion.  It is not a fruitless endeavor: the search yields an answer, the 
jewel which had eluded him all his life.  And although these two parables differ as to how 
the treasure is sought — one being a surprise, the other a relentless pursuit — both hold 
the same reaction for the individual.  “ . . . in his joy he goes and sells all that he has . . . he 
went and sold all that he had and bought it.”  That is what the kingdom is: whether a total 
surprise or fulfillment of constant yearning, it is worth nothing less than our complete 
sacrifice so we might know its benefits. 

Finally, Jesus says that the kingdom “is like a net that was thrown into the sea and 
caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the 
good into baskets but threw out the bad” (13:47-48).  The kingdom will one day bring 
home all of us within the realm of God’s reach, and we will eventually be sorted, the good 
from the bad.  Jesus’ pronouncement sends chills up your spine: “The angels will come 
out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth” (13:50).  Where will we fall among 
the good and bad, amid the evil and righteous?  Are we to fear this ultimate sorting by 
Jesus, who “will judge the living and the dead?” (Apostle’s Creed) 

No matter how much we worry, how much we fear God’s wrath or Jesus’ 
judgment, it matters not, for we can do nothing of the sorting which ultimately is God’s 
alone.  The kingdom’s reach is everlasting, and we know that our day before Christ will 
come.  The Full Study Catechism puts it like this: “I too must stand in fear and trembling 
before the judgment seat of Christ.  But the Judge is the one who submitted to judgment 
for my sake . . . The limits to salvation, whatever they may be, are known only to God” 
(Questions 48-49, New Study Catechism). 

But what we do know is that our time here is not meant to be wasted.  Jesus tells 
his disciples that their first and only response should be total commitment and sacrifice 
for the kingdom.  We too are we called to give everything which we have so that our 
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treasure might be great in heaven.  “The present is not simply the time for passive waiting 
but is to be characterized by the joy of finding the risk of losing all to possess a treasure” 
(John R. Donahue, The Gospel in Parable, p.69).  In fact, that is at the heart of this petition in the Lord’s 
Prayer: we are praying for God’s kingdom to come, and for us to be an active participant 
in that taking place. 
 Ellsworth Kalas writes: When you put together these statements of Jesus (about 
the kingdom), you will probably be both baffled and unnerved.  It is clear, on the one hand, 
that Jesus is describing a kingdom utterly different from anything our world has ever seen.  
And yet, it is also clear that he is describing something we long for, as if it were something 
in our primitive memory, something we feel instinctively ought to be . . . 

The best way (in fact, the only way) to describe the kingdom of God is with the 
phrase that follows in the Lord’s Prayer: “Your will be done.”  That is, the kingdom of God 
is that place where the will of God is done . . .  So here is the interesting part of this prayer 
as far as you and I are concerned: this kingdom has a kind of “spot” existence today.  It 
exists wherever and whenever a single human being has given up fully to God and thus 
entered into the kingdom.  And these spot kingdoms are often somewhat larger in size, 
too.  When a family, a church, an institution seeks fully to do God’s will, the kingdom has 
come within that circle of life.  The kingdom exists each time love conquers hate, peace 
triumphs over conflict, or fear and selfishness have been vanquished (Reflections on the Lord’s Prayer, 
Session 2, © 2018, www.pcusastore.com). 

I don’t know about you, but recently I’ve been longing for God’s kingdom to be 
made known to me in more visible ways.  It has been harder and harder to believe that 
love does conquer hate, that peace triumphs over conflict.  In the wake of so much chaos 
and divisiveness and violence, I have felt myself having a hard time fending off fear, or 
holding back anxiety.  I have yearned for God’s will to be done, but I’ve also felt my selfish 
desire and will for security and progress to be done.  We will often use the word “lament” 
as a way to express our yearning for God to do something new, to share our concerns and 
worries with God.  In praying for God’s kingdom to be done, I’ve lamented that I am 
having a harder time seeing those spot kingdom moments around me. 
 Quincy Worthington is the pastor of Highland Park Presbyterian Church in Illinois, 
and in the wake of the mass shooting in his community on July 4th, he shares the following: 
I remember I’ve never believed that God protects us from suffering.  It’s an integral part of 
life that I must accept.  God doesn’t protect us from these evils.  God doesn’t shield us from 
brokenness.  But God does support us through it.  God does help through our hands and 
hearts.  God does somehow hear our prayers — maybe especially those prayers that come 
from our blood crying out from the ground. 

I have to believe that right now.  And I do believe that right now; in my heart-of-
hearts, I do.  Because it seems clear to me through my study of Scripture and faith that it’s 
in our moments of greatest brokenness that God’s love and grace come pouring out.  The 
bread is broken in communion for more grace.  Seeds are broken for new life.  Christ was 
broken for resurrection. 

And so I cling to that truth — that just when it seems as though everything is 
broken so badly that it turns to dust, God shows up in the most profound ways to do 
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something beyond expectation and belief.  Somehow in that brokenness, God brings 
healing.  And I believe that God does that through ordinary people like you and me. 

God somehow takes the pieces of our broken hearts, no matter how small, and fits 
them together to make things whole. So maybe we take this brokenness that we feel right 
now and instead of hiding it from each other, we show each other the jagged and sharp 
edges – the really painful parts – and we see if these pieces can fit together so we can work 
together to bring about the world, the life, the kingdom that God intends for us all.  Maybe 
we pray, we lament, and we get to work. 

And maybe we find that our brokenness isn’t our weakness, and it isn’t something 
to hide at all.  Instead, our brokenness is our greatest source of strength if we share it with 
each other.  Because when we do that, God somehow mends those pieces together for our 
healing and wholeness in ways that can only come about if we’re together (https://pres-

outlook.org/2022/07/hope-for-shattered-pieces/?fbclid=IwAR1WS5soBfqDRpWTpg8WCZ_dYNvqe4TyBceUnRzJoE4Im31qKUaImzN93A4). 
 May God’s kingdom come and may God’s will be done – today, tomorrow, and 
forevermore.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

 
 


